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CHARLES BALL

Slaver

w up in slavery in Maryland, during the period in

Il gre
charlestiaccg: dlavery was becoming less profitable. Born about
ghich ted from his mother at an early age when her

180, he Was separd :
1194 from the growing slave region of the
nslaver $O

gouth Caro

1d her to buyers
lina and Georgia backcountry. By the time Ball grew up,

ol vas married and the father of two young children, he might
b hoped t0 become one of the many Maryland slaves who was
leto buy his freedom from an enslaver who wasn’t making much
noney from slavery. Instead, as we see here, in 1805 he became
neof the many who was sold to the new cotton region developing
ivnwhere his mother had already been sent—that was the other
wythat Chesapeake enslavers had to deal with the lack of profit in
the decaying tobacco economy.

Ball describes his travel in the slave trader’s gang (or “coffle”) in
greater detail than we excerpt here, but the reader should know that
;1::; tersasdti}r:ftv:;s leo1 inthe pr?cess of .becoming a big and efficient
e Practic:s :N;t of capital and incorporated many modern
N . When the coffle he was in reached South Caro-

4Ball was sold to a wealthy planter named Wade Hampt d
Hento Congaree, Hampton's labo ) an?P e
f lerl: Yllearned how cotton was ;::clllelp;tt:lireo ‘cllveat:icllsptmkhcéttom
0 laboy ) echniques
Mo ducti:;n:?:;:::lta;nd extracti.on that helped ensure that the
Ptiod 00 or would rise about 2 percent a year in the

- t0the §§gr£9f the Civil War in 1861.

Suffereq -
°¢ tremendously, as he reports. He watched people
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62 AM
rortured because they didn’t meet production targets ..
otton quickly enough, in short—he didn't hay, eno ) Pig,
eat, and he watched people all ar ound him Suffering from %o,
)

qutritional deficiencies, intense depression, and o ther iy a,
unlike most enslaved people,. he was able to escape, Higge, es: by
ney from the Georgia-Carol.ma boT'der all the way " Tth“*
reunite with his family culminated in them m oving o g, i g,
of Pennsylvania, where he told his story to an editor; it Wasee ft&te
up and published in 1837. This was one of the firg; iy r::rme“
someonewhohad truly been inside the powerful engin, ¥y fog
American economic growth before 1850—the ever'mOre.efgiof

ot

system of cotton production on slavery’s expanding fronte

My grandfather was brought from Africa, and sold s, sl
Calvert county, in Maryland, about the year 1730.1. . .] My moml;
was the slave of a tobacco planter, an old man, who died, accordingy,
the best of my recollection, when I was about four yeass old, leaing
his property in such a situation that it became necessary,as I supps;
to sell a part of it to pay his debts. Soon after his death, sever o
his slaves, and with others myself, were sold at public venue. [l
was 1785] My mother had several children, my brothers and s,
and we were all sold on the same day to different purchasers. O
new master took us away, and I never saw my mother, nor &/ d
my brothers and sisters afterwards. [ . . . ] My mother was sold tos
Georgia trader, who soon after that carried her away from Maryied
[...] At the time I was sold T was quite naked, having ne"e"had
any clothes in my life; but my new master had brought vith hlm:l
child’s frock or wrapper, belonging to one of his own Chﬂdﬁn;kar‘;e
after he had purchased me, he dressed me in this garment, i
before him on his horse, and started home; but MY poor m:kmc
when she saw me leaving her for the last time, ran after 1% b

down from the horse, clasped me in her arms, and wept foudly

-
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... ] [She] besought my master to buy her and
rﬂz1 i, and not permit them to be carried away by
. but whilst thus entreating him to save her and her
40 buye _’driVef’ who had first bought her, came running in
Lh‘f] ¢ slave idein hishand.[...]He gave
i o hide i s hand. .1 He gaveher twe o

g ofh ows O the shoulders with his raw hide, snatched me
(th“hca ,, handed me to my master, and seizing her by one arm,
o et r b;ck towards the place of sale. My master then quick-
P he ¢ of his horse; and as we advanced, the cries of my poor
y he pac . more and more indistinct. [ . .. ] I never again heard
Pgent‘ bef;:‘l)’ poor mother.

[hg\’()lcc] (We now jump forward to 1805.] My master kept a store
m Jllge on the bank of the Patuxent river [ , . . ] although
atasf; o at some distance on a farm. One morning he rose early,
:d’zs; 1zed me to take a yoke of o?cen and go to the village, to bring
e Ot which was there, saying he would follow me. He ar-
wxdat the village soon after I did, and took his breakfast with his
ar-keeper. He then told me to come into the house and get my
eafest, Whilst I was eating in the kitchen, I observed him talking
amestly but lowly, to a stranger near the kitchen door. I soon after
watout, and hitched my oxen to the cart, and was about to drive

owhen several men came round about me, and amongst them the

by told

| stunger whom I had seen speaking with my master. This man came

Pome, and, seizing me by the collar, shook me violently, saying I
"skis property, and must go with him to Georgia. At the sound of
“vords, the thoughts of my wife and children rushed across my
:szd’ d my heart died away within me, T saw and knew that my
Mm;as hopeless, and that resistance was vain, as there were near
. P:Jrson.s present, all of whom were ready to assist the man by
- despTirklldflﬁlIJped. I felt incapable of weeping or speaking, and
bg behing la‘fghed loudly. My purchaser ordered me to cross my
»Which were quickly bound with a strong cord; and he

®that we must set out that very day for the south. I asked
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pe allowed to go to sec my wife ang chil
permitted, if they might not have leaye to gy,
1d that I would be able to get anoth,
... ] took me that same day acre,
. ined fifty-one other slaves, whom he hal be N
Maryland. Thirty 2 of t%lcse were men, and ninetee, wer:ughthx
The women Were merel}.’ tlec.l together with a rope, aboyg th:l g
2 bed cord, which was tied like a halter round the neckof. a:%‘lf
the men, of whom I was the stoutest and stron gest [ N
iron collar was closely fitted by means of a padlock re,,
necks. A chain of iron, about a hundred feet in Jeg v
through the hasp of each padlock, except ?t the two el whfrtsi;d
hasps of the padlocks passed through a link of the chain, ], add;
tion to this, we were handcuffed in pairs, with iron stapls g bOI.
with a short chain, about a foot long, uniting the handcyg d th?
wearers in pairs. In this manner we were chained altematﬂybythi
right and left hand. [ . .. ] Taking up our line of march v, -
elled about five miles that evening, and stopped for the night at
of those miserable public houses, so frequent in the lower pur g
Maryland and Virginia, called “ordinaries.”
We all lay down on the naked floor to sleep in our handcuffs uf

if I could not
could not be

o Mgy
Wifein , %

Ay,
" each onli

chains. The women, my fellow-slaves, lay on one side of the rom,
and the men who were chained with me, occupied the other. [de
but little this night, which I passed in thinking of my wife and it
children, whom I could not hope ever to see again. I also thoughto
my grandfather, and of the long nights I had passed with him listelll-
ing to his narratives of the scenes through which he had passed®
Africa, T at length fell asleep, but was distressed by painful d’ms"
My wife and children appeared to be weeping and lamentifg m}s
calamity; and beseeching and imploring my master on their
1ot to carry me away from them. My little boy came and b,e i
1€ 10t to go and leave him, and endeavoured, as I thought, " g
little hands to break the fetters that bound me. I awoke if agoty
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atrived at the place
%opped at the side
Name, ordered theyy
€ work we had tc
Mep WhOSe Names |
®ach of Whom had




Slavery in the United States 165

e could not pray, for the measure of my woes
. rence-

Ao exd ad I felt as if there was no mercy in heaven, nor
) o be T n who was born a slave. Day at length

ed forama
fﬂ;ﬂssm ?n C;I:h(iawn, we resumed our journey towards the Po-
:;rﬂ ; nd W sssed along the road, I saw the slaves at work in the
we P felds. T knew they toiled hard and lacked food but
dragged in chains from their wives, children,

th me, they were the happiest of mortals. I

C
ot 1obacco”

’ ajlrc not, like &

" " Compared wi
mirsi;ed ¢hem their blessed lot.
recounts his month-long march to South Carolina and

o Wade Hampton. After the sale he was marched to Hamp-
his,s ﬂi:b of €A “Congaree,” where the morning after his arrival he
toﬂsaw kened by the plowing of a loud plantation horn that sum-

5 sl of the enslaved people to their daily labor.]
mo;;e erseer then led off to the field, with his horn in one hand
o his whip i the other; we following—men, women, and children,
pr(,miscuously——and a wretched looking troop we were. There was
ot an entire garment amongst us. More than half of the gang were
aielynaked. Several young girls, who had arrived at puberty, wear-
ag only the livery with which nature had ornamented them, and a
qut mumber of lads, of an equal or superior age, appeared in the
anecostume. [ . . . ] Not one of the others had on even the remains
dtwo pieces of apparel. Some of the men had old shirts, and some
ngged trousers, but no one wore both. Amongst the women, several
Wre etticoats, and many had shifts. Not one of the whole number

Wote both of these vestments.

my;::]rd nearly a mile through one vast cotton field, before we
Ny t;eplfl;e of our intended day’s labour. At last the overseer
W ondereg :}tee of the ﬁcld., and cal].iflg to several. of the men by
Yoy g m to call their companies and turn into their rows.
"1 Whoge name t(;l do today was to hoe and weed cotton, [55.] .the
Frhon ha; uad beer'l called [ . .. ] were designated as captains,
nder his command a certain number of the other

o
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bands. The captain was the foreman of g
his command had to keep up with him, Eacimpany’ -
had to take one row. [ . . . JThe first i of the ey those“n
took the first row,—and the other captain; Whoge . eand WQI::I
up with him. By this means the overseer h;’:lere com, Wagg:
keep Simon hard at work, and he was certaj;, thnothing fog k‘ﬂp
work equally hard. At all g, Och by N
Simon was a stout, strong man, apparently g Sy
of age; and for some reason unknown to me, waout .
row next to his. The overseer with his whip ,in i S Ordereq ¢, e
the field after us, to see that our work was w 18 hang

1l
with hoes, I had no difficulty in learning howih:\(;ne' As we Wor

formed. [ . . . ] The overseer had bread, butter COISf}lzwas tobep,
for his breakfast. Ours was composed of 2 corr; cake am, a'nd Coffy
three quarters of a pound to each person, with a5 m;z:lghmg aboy
desired. I at first supposed that this bread was dealt oyt ::att;r By
as their allowance; but on further inquiry I found this o te ieople
case. Simon, by whose side I was now at work, and who seem:d "
pleased with my agility and diligence in my duty, told me thatT
as well as every where in this country, each person received ape:(
of corn at the crib door, every Sunday evening, and that in ordin
times, every one had to grind this corn and bake it, for him or hers
making such use of it as the owner thought proper; but that forsone
time past, the overseer, for the purpose of saving the time which b
been lost in baking the bread, had made it the duty of an old womt
who was not capable of doing much work in the field, to stay 2
quarter, and bake the bread of the whole gang; When baked, it
brought to the field in a cart, as I saw, and dealt out in loaves: .
They still had to grind their own corn, after night L+ b
worked in this field all day; and at the end of every o so ot
and a quarter, we had permission to go t0 the cart, which ¥

about t water. t
the field, so as to be near us, and ge . breakfih !

Our dinner was the same, in all respects, 35 ©
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he bread, W had a little salt, and a radish for each
| Oot a]lowed to rest at either breakfast or dinner, lon-
dﬂtyl:' e ere nwere cating; and we worked in the evening as long
Pdsodﬁﬂ hile We . b the weeds from the cotton plants.[...]When
o to work, the horn was again sounded, and we
1ived through one of the days—a succession
' the life of 2 slave—on a cotton plantation.
ﬂ{\vh'ldl make ufhey rurned from cultivating cotton to picking it,
o " Aug,uztf’t or the invention on the cotton gin in 1791—the part
whi‘hwasd ion Process which slowed down everything else, the
[0 ‘;O enslavers pushed people to pick as much cotton as
s nd Ball tells us part of how they did that.]
f picking cotton, constitutes about half the labour
on 2 large plantation. In Carolina, it is generally com-
the first of September; though in some years, much
oo 8 picked in August. The manner of doing the work is this.
e otton being planted in hills, in straight rows, from four to five
peapat each hand or picker, provided with a bag, made of cotton
g holding a bushel or more, hung round the neck, with cords,
ceds from one side of the field to the other between two of these
ompicking all the cotton from the open burs, on the right and left,
shegoes. It is the business of the picker to take all the cotton from
whof the rows, as far as the lines of the rows or hills. In this way
lepicks half the cotton from each of the rows, and the pickers who
CT:;:}I his right and left, take the remainder from the opposite
ies of the rows,
m:lmb;fﬁon is. gath.ere.d into the bag, and when it becomes burden-
i w}ll;V:tel.ght, it is depositfed in some convenient place, until
i . ltsh tal.cen hOfnC, either in a large bag or basket, and
oy i ¢ inspection of the overseer. A day’s work is not
number of hills, or rows, that are picked in the day,

iy
e Mumber of pounds of cotton in the seed, that the picker
€, at night.

/ d home.

Of the ycafy
gced about

fngy
Binto the cotton hous
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[...]The picking of cotton, conti
cember, or January; and in some fields, they
until they are ploughed up in Febpy
the planting of the seeds of anothe
cotton is weighed at the cotton-hoy
the standard quantity has not been
sure to receive a whipping,

On some estates, settlements are
whipping follows immediately; op others, the Whipin 8 ayg t
occur until the next morning, whilt on a few 1 d
counts are closed twice, or three times g week [,
work was always punished.

I now entered upon a new sce
been ascertained by my present

to enable a stranger, or new ha
cotton,

Nueg from

pick fro
ary Oor March
T Crop, [ | 0
LI f

. en O
° 11]1 the VeRing is ;: "oy
Picked, th dehnquent ‘;‘I&L t
Icky,.

§

made ey, eVeny

ne of life, My true
owner. | . ..

nd, to acquire

I had ascertained, that at the hoe,
I was a full match for the best han
discovered, when We came to

equal to a boy of twelve
first day,

acquired

the spade, [or] the axe, |

ds on the Plantation; by 001

that T wag g
years of age. T worked hard
sustain the character that I i
, but when evening came, and ou
nly thirty-eight pounds, and was foed
younger men, about my own age, had, one ﬁft}’:g::d’
and the other fifty-nine peunds. This was our first day’s work
the overseer hag notyet settled the amount of a day’s picking, It:gi
fiecessary for him to ascertain, by the experience of a few da}’s’d thc
much the begt hands coyld pick in a day, before he CStathhemuch
standard of the Season. I hung down my head, and felt very

behi?
ashamed of myself, when I found that my cotton was s b
that of Many,

dme?

»€ven of the women, who had heretofore regarde

the strongest and most powerful sugn of the bl g
I had exerteq myself to-day, to the utmost of my po

and made every effort to

» AMongst my companions
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4
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seemed t0 be so very simple a business, I felt
d never be able to improve myself, so far as
d rate hand. [...]1 knew that the lash of

rﬂhe na secon oys .
¢ © 1 soon become familiar with my back, if T did not

k as any of the other young men.
weighed, the overseer came to me where

how him my hands. When I had done this,

1510°d’ 00 ™ 4 at them, he observed—“You have a pair of good
,d looked 2 L .

L il make 2 good picker. This faint praise of the overseer

s s greatly, and T went home with a lighter heart than

i ecie‘; 0 POSSESS) before the tex:mination of cotton-picking.

:Nherl ] came to get my cotton weighed, on the evening of the

| day 1 W3S rejoiced to find that I ha‘},_f_‘?_{tX:SE pounds, al-

41 had not worked harder than I did the first day. On the third
zhougn [ had fifty-two pounds; and before the end of the week, there
| ::rtloily three hands in the field—two men and a young woman—
docould pick more cotton in a day, than I could.

[...] Picking of cotton may almost be reckoned among the arts.
ymnwho has arrived at the age of twenty-five, before he sees a cot-
ofild,will never, in the language of the overseer, become a crack
fcker

Bygreat industry and vigilance, I was able, at the end of a month,
ortum every evening a few pounds over the daily rate [ ... ] but
bebusiness of picking cotton was an irksome, and fatiguing labour
tfzrmt;, mdone to which I could never become thoroughly reconciled;
IWa.see :3&801;,.1 believe, that in every other kind of work in which
iy rateg}?zd.m t%le s.outl?, T was able to acquire the character of 2
Foehng ; whilst in picking cotton, I was hardly regarded as 2

Mot
. eds enslavers kept a cotton-picking ledger, in which they re-

th
gy, ;enumber of pounds that each slave picked. Those who
' t the quota were whipped, as Ball details. 'Those who

%o
et fo :
fmer slaves report, often found their quotas raised. ]
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three innovations described by Ba[|
production of cotton more efficient over time? that m,
2. Adam gmith argues that Jabor can become more effici
addition of machines or through the division of Ia}, Clent wigy the
of these methods happening in the cotton_pmducﬁor. Are eifh,,
that Ball learned about first-hand? O proceg

3 WOUId the use Of Wage labor have Inade cotton. Pi kln m
-picki
g Ore or

1, Canyou name
de the

less efficient?



